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CONSIDERATIONS 

O N T H E 

AFRICAN TRADE* 



IT is now well known, that the Pttfervatkm of th6 
African Trade is abfolately necdfiay for the Secu- 
rity of oar Plantations and Colonies in Amerita ; and, at 
the fame time, it will encourage our Saw Planters to 
bear up againft the Rivalfhip and ftrong Competition of 
the French in the African Trade, and the Wtf-Mia Co- 
lonies. And it is alfo well known, that the TrafHck^ 
Wealthy and naval Power oi Great-Britain, as well as oif 
France, depend, in great meafure, on the Welfare of 
their refpe^ve American Colonies; and, confequentlir» 
that the Commerce and Colonies, of either Nation, will 
thrive or languifh, in the fame -Degree, as the other ga- 
thers or lo^s Strength in tha African and Awuricam 
Trade. 

The maiiitainine and fup|>orting Briiijb Forts and 
Caftles on the CoaS o£ Africa, efpedally at Gambia and 
the Gold Coaft, and at other Places, where our Rivab 
have, or may have, Forts and Caftles, is indifpenfably 
neceffary for the Prefervation and Securiy of the Briti^ 
Rights, Powerj Trade, and Property m Africa ; mi 
our Sugar, Tobacco, and Rice Cfolonies, cannot fubfift 
Without the African Trade ; aftd thefe Colonies/ ttMrether 
with our other Colonies and Fiiheries in Amirica, ot^pend 
on each other for a mutual Support. 

Tha» 



Tiius It appears AsitBtitifi Ports and Caftles inJ/riea^ 
are abfolately neceflary for fecuring the mod: valuable 
Part of the Britijlf Trade 'm.J/rica^ which, cooformahle 
tb Crequent Refolatioiis of the Honourable the Hovfe 
of Commons, hath been deemed •f the utmoft Impqr^ 
Ijuioe to the J^^Vij^ I^atipn. . ^ 

The Fre/icif have, within thefe few Years, obtained an 
CXduiive Pofieflion of the Gum Coaft and Senega/, con^ 
laining a Sea Coaft of 500 M^s Extent, where all En^' 
4<^. Traders are now totally excluded; and they are 
building Forts fome hundred Miles up the Country, near 
the River Gambia^ to intercept and draw away the In'^ 
land Trade from G^ixo^ia through Senegal, and thereby 
add. to their other Encroachments ^ and thev are endea- 
vouring to obtain a Settlement at JnamaUe^ and are 
fending out floating Factories, and they are looking 
out for fome other Settlements on the Gold Coaft i and 
^ that Coaft is any longer negleded on our Part, they 
will have a Chance of bea)min|;Mafters of our Share of the 
Whole ; andthey are very inquifttive and watchful about our 
parliamentary Proceedings with regaid to a joint-Stock A-- 
fritam Company. And the Forts and Settlements of the 
Dui^b and Dams are interfperfed with the Engl^/if Forts 
and Settlements throughout the whole Gold Coaft, and 
Are now more numerous than thofe of the Englijb, iince 
they have gained PoiTeffion of four of our Fa^ories on 
€3t Leeward Part of that Coaft, for want of a conftant Sup^ 
ply of Forces, apd a proper AfTortment of Goods for Sale. 
Wherefore it is to be hoped, that the ftu-liament will 
no longer delay granting fome pertain and fuffident Al- 
lowance per Annum, for fome certain Term of Years, to 
iuppprt and maintain die ia^ Britift? Forts and Caftles in 
a defimfible and refpedlable Condition, according to fome 
certain Eftimate to be approved by Parliament, and 
thereby promote Friendftiip and Alliances with the Inl»id 
f owers, which in thofe diftant smd barbarous Countries 
Biuft be kept up by Awe and Dependency, by means of a 
IbfficieAt Joint-Force, and a Joint-Stock, with a conftant 
«nd fufficient Aflbrtment of Goods on Shore, at each of 
otir Settlements, for Sale, in Exchange for Gold, Ivory, 
Gums, Dying-wood, and Bees-wax, befides Negroes j 
which is the only Way to enable this Nation to fecure and 
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etkcteaie the Island Tnide> aodto guard miatt tim tjHi^ 
croadunents of our Rivals, efjpedafi/ on the Gold C^ajt^ 
and up tke River GMtiitf. From fuch an Allowance a Fort 
SD3iyhthxix,9X Jnamabotf and where elfe the Fre«ci( and 
other Rivals ihall attempt an exclufive Trade* This will 
encoun^e new Adventurers to become Fames to a Body« 
Corporate, to be under proper R^ulations^ Reftri6Uonsi 
and Penalties * ; and thereby a Joint Capital may be raif^ 
ed and employed, widiout any Monopoiyi bat his;hly to 
the Advantage of uRBriti/b feparate Traders, and Jwuri^ 
can Planters, as the Company^s Agents may be encoaraged 
to {tVL N^roes to fuch iqparate Traders, and thereby d^ 
patch their Ships firom off the Coaft in a few Weelcs, in<* 
ilead of many Months, and with healthy inftead of di« 
ftempered Negrafes, efpedally from the Gold Coajt^ 
Whyddahy and Gambia^ where the moft ufeful and va- 
luable Negroes are purchafed. 

It is therefore propofed^ 

That fome certain Sximur Annum \ be paid into the 
Bank annually, for the Term of 32 Years, to anfwer 
Annuities at uie Rate of 3 per Cent, per Annum^ for the 
Company^s Creditors, and to be in full Satisfaction of 
their Demands aninft the Company ; or that the iaid 
Creditors be iatisfied in fome other Manner ; and that the 
Company have a reafonable Compeniation, in cafe they 

ihall 

* ^/^SrOitMiaAL Advertiser, FeB: i^, 1749. 

ne prefent Value of 

r300o/. per Annumy for 32 Years, 1 £, - /. 
I computing at 3 /fr Cm/. /fr ^j»!r. > 61,166 3 
M \ compound Intereft^ is <» ) 

T \ 4000 81,554 17 

f 5000 ' — ■' — - — 101,943 n 

1,6000 - ■ — • 122^352 ( 

Admittmg 1 30,000 /. is due from the Company; 

/. d. 
The ift mentioned Annuity will be 9 5 

3d -i:" - " o J^in the Poual, 
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will be 9 5*1 

— 12 6l. 
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— 18 loj 
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ffiall lie divefted of their Property in Juried, ixpoii Hi 
Eftablifhment of a new Joint-Stock Company. 

Or in oife of no fuch Efbbliflunent, that the Pablidd 
fpnt to the j^refent Afriean Cam]p8akj, as a Rehnburfe«» 
ittcnt (for their ereat Expences in nlluntaining their Fartsi 

wad Caifttes for Sie Service of the Poblick) i soyoco /. td 
Ih; paid in two equal annual Payments, and be employ* 
ed as a Joint-Stock in Trade, ana no Dividends to be made 
bat from the Profits of theTrade, but that there be a certiaixt 
Sul^criptionattheRateof 7 /. to i o/./^ Share, as fhall b€ 
asre^d on, to difcharge the Creditors. Or fuch of the Cre- 
ators, whofe Accounts areafcertained and fettled, maV, 
if they pleafd^ in^aift with the Company, and fuD* ' 
fcribe in, ^ in Proportion to their refpedive Demahds, 
attlie ftate of 7/. to 10/. pir Share, as aforefaid ; and 
idl otheir juft and bona fide Ci'editors may do the like, a^ 

^ their Accounts ihall» from time to time, be duly afcet* 
tained and fettled. And, ,when the Company and then- 
Creditors are tlius provided for, 21,000/. per Jnnum, 
fbr fWe certain Term of Years, may anfwer the Purpo- 
ies before-mentioned ; and Provifion may be made, that 
there be a new £le£Hon of African Dire^ors, before fuch 
a Grant, or within thirty Days after. 

In this laft Cafe, the Company will retain their Privi- 
leges which they hold in Africa by Virtue of their Cliar- 
ter, and alfo their CaiUe-Slaves, Canoe-Men, and oiYiir 
l^foperty in Africa^ which, with a fufficient Allowance 
from the Publick, will induce them to guard againfl any 
further Encroachments of our Rivals, and to be watch- 
ful that every one of the Britijh Settlements on the Coail 
may continue Britijh Property for a long Duration of 
Time, as it will be their Intereft to fecure fo valuable a 
Property by means of a conftant Affortment of Goods 
on Shore, which cannot be depended on from any tem- 
porary and traniient Set of Traders of feparate Interefts, 
who will of courfe leave any one, or more, of the Set- 
tlements without Goods, as their Jntereft may prevail,* 
and thereby endanger their Lofs in favour of our Rivals 
in Trade. Then furely fo trifling an Allowance in Pro- 
portion to the immenfe Value of the Trade to Africa ^ 
and the Briti/h Plantations and Colonies dependent there- 
on. 
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a^ wffl not interfere in fecuriog thefe moft valuable 
Branches of Trade to this Nation ; and it is rather to be 
hoped, th||t the propofed Allowance will be thought ra- 
ilier infuffident, waea all Matters are doly weighed and 
cox^doed, efpedallv as the faid Allowance &lls hx fhort 
pf the Boaniiei and pth^ Immunities granted hy other 
Powers, 

The Security of thofe Branches of Trade to the GoU 
Coaft and GmMs, fliould not be entrufted with any 
temporanr, nntabley and tranfient Set of Men^ for thie 
keafims oefbre-mentioned^ And befides, the nme Mer- 
chants or Tmftees ppropofed to be eleded bv the Traders 
f>{Liv^f§§l9 Brijiilt txA London, cannot obb'^ feparate 
Tiadm tp ha.ye a fnfficient and conftant Aflortment of 
Goods jst ALP the Britifif Forts and Settlements on the 
G§ld Comftf Mad at the feveral Fadlories up the River 
Ganttutp to anfwer the Purpofes before- mentioned, and 
to defend or alEft either> or any of the faid Forts, perfo- 
palOy, a^d with a joint Force Aom other Forts ana Fac- 
tones in Gifbs of Infults, as will be the Cafe with a Joint- 
Stock Cbmpany. And it may be indifferent to fome of 
them, whcuker fi)me, or any of thofe Forts and Settle- 
snents, Gandnoe and remain Britifi Property or not. Nor 
can ibt ftid Tmftees be made jointly anfwerable for the 
Lo& of any of our isad Forts and Settlements on the 
CoU CoMjf pr Factories at Gambia, by m^ns of any 
T^emltSt or liifcp^dndt, ^ they are to be eftabliihed 
wimoat aof Joint Obligation or Joint Stock, and they 
msrrenounoe the Truft at pleafure. 

Thep let the Company with a Joint Stock, and the 
imxate Traders, go hand in hand, and a6t with an 
Hannoiqr and good Underftandine, and traffick toge- 
ther s IjBt cpch Arty vigoroufly apply themfelves to thofe 
BranchCi of Trade which fuit them bell ; which will in- 
ftUibfy tend to the Advantage of every Individual, and 
jponfeqnendy to the Benefit of the Britifl? Nation in ge- 
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